DIG FOR VICTORY 


SMALL 


{ black currants, are valuable 
sources of the important 


vitamin C, which prevents scurvy. 
They are easy to grow. Where 
there is spare space every garden 
ahould have a bed of strawberries, 
arow or two of raspberries, Goose- 
berries and red and white currants 
ean be successfully grown as single 
er multiple cordons againat a 

er fence, so saving space, Trained 
im this way, they take up very little 
room. Where space is plentiful, 
they can he grown bushes, 
Blackberries and loganberries can 
be planted in odd corners or trained 
with littl trouble over fences, 
arhours or the sides of sheds and 
garages. 

The varieties you should grow 
depend a good deal on the locality, 
for some do better than others in 
certain districts. If you are plant- 
ing small fruite for the first time, 
seek local advice about suitable 
varieties, 
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a 
HOW TO 


GROW 
FRUITS 


The small fruita, especially straw- 
berries, raspberries and black 
currants, generally need manure 
if they are to succeed, but a 
complete mixture of artificials can 
be wed with good results on 
gooseberries as well as red and 
white currants. : 

STRAWBERRIES 

A well-drained, medium loam 
that retains moisture in 
weather is best. On very light soils, 
the crop may suffer in a dry May. 
On heavier soils crope are usually 


quite good but rather late. Choose 


a sunDy, open position avoiding 
the shade and drip of trees. 


Good Stock Essential 
First-class planting atock is 
essential, Don’t buy stocks if the 
seller cannot guarantee them free 
from disease, Stocks certified by 


the Ministry of Agriculture should 


he ordered. 





You can raise plants at heme by 
letting “ maidens "—first year 
plants—form up to five runners to 
each plant and removing the 
blossoms. Peg down each runner 
when it has grown several inches, 
a0 that the end bud that will form 
the plant is kept in contaet with 
the soil, An even better way is to 
peg each runner into a small pot 
filled with soil. The plants trans- 
plant well, 


Recommended varieties are - 
Royal Sovereign and Brenda 
Gautry (Husley). 

Planting 


Dig the strawherry hed deeply. 
Manure well and make it frm 
hefore planting. August and Sep- 
tember are the best months for 
planting, but you can plant in the 
spring if you take steps to prevent 
the plants drying out. 

Rows should be 30 inches apart, 
with 18 inches between the plants. 
Plant firmly and | the crown 
above the surface, n't let the 
plants fruit the first year; but, 
if required, runners may be taken 
to increase stock. 

Keep the hed free from weeds by 
frequent careful hoeing. Hoe up 
to the plants—not away from them. 

Just after blossoming, place 
clean barley or oat straw under the 
fruit trusses. If birds are trouble- 
some, protect the rows with fish 


netting. 
| After fruiting is fished, clean 


up the planta and remove all 
ruoners. Lightly fork the soil 
between the rows in the autumn, 


CURERANTS 

A fairly heavy loam that remains 
moist and cool during summer is 
best for black currants and goose- 
berries. Ked and white currants 
thrive better on light soils, All will 
thrive either in the open or in 
partial shade, 

Recommended 
Black Currants: Baldwin, 
ee ae Black. 
[ t of these is very good for 
jam. Red Currants: Laxton’s 
No. 1, Foy’s Prolific. White 
Currants: White Dutch. 

Currants are easily propagated 
from cuttings about 10 inches long, 
taken from new growth in Sep- 
tember or October, 

Trained cordone of red and 
white currants are beat obtained 
from nurse : 

Black currants should be grown 
as “stool ** bushes, but red and 
white currants are best grown as 
** leg *' bushes. To forma *‘ stool ** 
bush, all the buds are left on the 
eutting, but for ** leg ** bushes all 
except about four at the tip should 
he removed. 

Autumn planting is preferable, 
hut currants may be planted in 
spring, A light mulch encourages 
rooting and growth, 

Plant from 5 to 6 feet apart, 


varieties i— 


according to variety—the smaller 
(Baldwin) type of black currant 
and the red currants needing lesa 
Pio Never plant closer than 5 


Pruning 

As black currants fruit chiefly 
on new wood, they require different 
pruning from red and white 
currants, All, however, should be 
pruned hard at first to induce fresh, 
vigorous growth. Afterwards, 
black currants should have the 
older wood cut right out and the 
new shoots left untouched, With 
red and white currants the aim 
should be to produce a bush with 
a permanent framework of four 
or five branches, the leaders of 
which are cut hack each year to 
get strength. All new side growths 
are cut back to form fruiting spurs 
at the hase. 

Black currants need annual 
dressings of farmyard or stable 
manure ; red and white currants 
ean do with less, or with artificials, 

During the winter, fork lightly 
between the bushes and mulch the 
surface of the soil with manure or 
compost. 


GOOSERERRIES 
Gooscherries thrive in most 
garden soils, and generally the 
. talture resembles that of currants. 
Although they will do well in 
partial shade, as well asim the open, 
crowded conditions must he 


avoided, “* Leg ** bushes are best 
for the garden. These are obtained 
from cuttings rooted in autumn. 
Shoots of established bushes may 
be layered by bending them down 
and covering with soil. 

If trained cordons are desired 
they are beat purchased fron 
Bursery mit 

Recommended varieties - 
Careless, Lancer, Lancashire 
Led and Whinkam’s Industry 
for picking green and for jam. 
Eeentle Beer ct Seedling 
are eapecially suitable for dessert. 

Plant the bushes in autumn if 
possible and not cloger than 5 feet 
apart. 

For two or three years prune 
the bushes hard to form a frame- 
work. Afterwards thin out the 
growth each season, shortening 
the weak side shoots to form spurs. 

Older bushes need harder prun- 
ing to keep them fruitful. Over- 
crowded gooseberry hushes are 
never se fruitful as those carefully 
pruned, 

Farmyard or stable manure 
is the best for keeping the bushes 
vigorous and fruitful, but if you 
can’t get it a complete fertilizer 
will ensure good resulta, 

Fork lightly between the bushes 
during winter. 


RASPBERRIES 
Raspberries are easy to grow if 


attention is paid to a few simple 
details. They grow well in cool 


moist soils and succeed in partial 
ehade as well as in the open, The 
rows of canes should be tied to 
a sim support of two wire 
strands fastened to stout posts. 
Stout string or cord may be used 
if you can’t get wire, 
Recommended rarieties -— 
Brockett Hall, Norfolk Giant, 
Lloyd George and Red Cross. 
As raspberries suffer from virus 
diseases, take care to secure healthy 


stocks, particularly of Lloyd 


George. 


It is best to plant raspberries in 
autumn or carly winter. Plant the 
canes im rows 6 feet apart with 
18 inches between canes, After 
planting, shorten each cane to a 
third of ita length to encourage 
fresh growth, 

Each year after fruiting is 
finished, cut out the old canes, In 
winter thin out the new canes to a 


. reasonable oumber and fasten 


them ta the wires with string. 
Remove the tip of cach cane in 
spring. 

Raspberries are shallow rooting 
plants, so cultivation between the 
rows should be carefully done. 
Fork lightly between the rows 
during winter, and, if possible, 
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mulch with manure to onan 
fruitfulness. 
THE BRAMBLES 

These fruits require an open 
sunny situation, but can be grown 
in odd corners, es fences and 
sheda or trai over pergolas 
instead of rambler roses. Plant in 
autumn or winter. Dig the soil 


deeply and place a little manure 
below the roots when planting. 


‘Prune as for raspberries by cutting 


out every season the canes that 
bave fruited. All the brambles 
may be propagated by layering the 
tips af new shoota when growth is 


completed. 
The best blackberries are 
Himalaya Giant (also known aa 


Black Diamond), Bedford 
Giant, Edward Langley and 
Merton Early. 

The Loganberry is.a distinet and 


valuable fruit, and two other 
brambles, the Newberry and the 
Phenomenal-berry, closely resemble 
iit. 


resembling in flavonr and other 
ways both the loganberry and 
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